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REF: STATE 046796 

1 . AWACS BRIEFING HELD TODAY (MARCH 2) AT MINISTRY 
OF DEFENSE OF GROUP HEADED BY MINITER RUFFINI. 

RUF1NNI LED A REMARKABLE TURNOUT OF SENIOR ITALIAN 
MILITARY: CHIEF OF ARMED FORCES STAFF CA VALERA, ARMY 
CHIEF OF STAFF RAMBALDI, AIR FORCE CHIEF METTIMANO, 
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SECRETARY GENERAL MOIZO AND A VERTIBLE GALAXY OF 
FLAG RANK OFFICERS. NAVY CHIEF OF STAFF TORRISI WAS 
NOT PRESENT, BUT APPARENTLY ONLY BECAUSE HE WAS AWAY 
FROM ROME. UNDERSECRETARY OF DEFENSE PASTORINO 
ATTENDED, AS WELL AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFIARS. 

2. GENERAL PIOTROWSKI GAVE EXTREAMLY LUCID AND EFFECTIVE 
BREIFING ONE OF THE BEST WE HAVE HEARD ON THE AW ACS PROJECT TO AN 
ESSENTIALLY FRIENDLY BUT PARTLY SKEPTICAL 

AUDIENCE. MUCH OF THE SKEPTICISM THAT REMAINS IS IN 
THE ITALIAN AIR FORCE AND OF THE FOX-AND-GRAPES VARIETY. 

SOME MEMBERS (INCLUDING THE CHIEF OF STAFF) OF THE IAF 
REMAIN OPPOSED TO THE SYTEMS BECAUSE ANY ITALIAN CONTRI- 
BUTION WOULD BE IN CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES LIKELY COME OUT 
OF THE SERVICE BUDGET, INCLUDING THE INCREMENT PROVIDED 
FOR IN THE PROMOTIONAL LAW, AT THE LIKELY COST OF 
REDUCING THE NUMBEROF MRCA'S PROGRAMMED FOR ACQUISITION. 
MINISTER RUFINNI EXPRESSEE HIGH INTEREST IN THE 
PRESENTATON, HOWEVER, AND ASKED FOR ADDITIONAL WRITTEN 
MATERIAL FOR STUDY. GENERAL PIOTROWSKI AGREED TO 
PROVIDE IT. 

3. COMMENT: THE BRIEIFING WAS GENRALLY WELL RECEIVED 
AS A TECHNICAL PRESENTATION. WE DOUBT THAT IT SUCCEEDED 
MUCH IN TURING THE ITALIANS AROUND IN THEIR ATTITUDE 
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TOWARD PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAM. THE IMPEDIMENT 
REMAINS CLEARLY AND PRIMARILY ECONOMIC. 

NONETHELESS IT WAS USEFUL IN KEEPING THE DIALOGUE 
OPEN HERE IN ROME AND RUFFINI'S INTEREST IS ENCOURAGING, 

SINCE THE ULTIMATE DECISION WILL BE MADE BY THE 
POLITICIANS, NOT THE MILITARY. IN BROADER TERMS THE 
PRESENCE OF THE TOP RANKS OF THE ITALIAN MILITARY 
SERVICES WAS IN ITELELF DEMONSTRATIVE OF RUFFINI'S 
PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO THE ITALIAN RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE U.S. AND NATO. IT WAS CONFIRMATION, TOO, OF 
REPORTS WE HAVE HAD FROM SOURCES IN THE MOD THAT 
RUFFINI'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THAT RELATIONSHIP IS THAT IN 
THE ATMOSPHERE OF AMBIGUITY SURROUNDING THE CONTINUING 
POLITICAL CRISIS, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE MOD SHOW IN 
EVERY VISIBLE WAY POSSIBLE ITS SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
U.S. AND THE ALLIANCE.HOLMES 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AWACS, BRIEFING MATERIALS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ROME03955 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780097-0096 
Format: TEL 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978031 14/aaaadsyc. tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 46d8bab9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 46796 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3140160 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AWACS BREIFING: ROME CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL 
TAGS: OCON, MILI, IT, NATO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/46d8bab9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



